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Glory*, with its massive circular city walls and traces of broad
moats, can still be seen.
The Pyu were the earliest inhabitants of Burma of whom
records are extant. Inscriptions in their language using a South
Indian script have been found as far north as Halingyi in
Shwebo district, but mostly at old Prome. They show a
Vikrama dynasty ruling there at least from 673 to 718, which is
thought to have inaugurated the Burmese Era beginning in
March A.D. 638. There is mention of another dynasty with an
Indian name, the Varman line, ruling over a neighbouring and
rival city, but Old Prome is the only Pyu site so far to be
excavated in that area. Outside its walls are three stupas of
archaic type, of which the Bawbawgyi, a cylinder of plastered
brick 150 feet high, with a hollow shaft in the centre,
crowned with a flattened cone, is the best-preserved. Of
particular interest are the small vaulted chapels, of brick
and arched in the style of the Pagan temples of which they
are prototypes.
Religious remains show both forms of Buddhism, Mahay-
autism and Hinayanism, together with Vishnu worship. There
are large stone Buddhist sculptures in relief in the Gupta style,
bronze statuettes of Avalokitesvara, one of the three chief
Mahayanist Bodhisattvas, and so many stone sculptures of
Vishnu that the city was sometimes referred to as 'Vishnu
City', The people burnt their dead and stored the ashes in
urns, hundreds of which have been discovered. Their language
survives only in inscriptions. It seems to have been related to
Burmese; it is monosyllabic, and has a tonal system for which
dots are used as symbols. For what little is known of it we
are indebted to the late Dr. Otto Blagden, who by a com-
parison of the four faces of the Myazedi inscription of Pagan
(A.D. 1113), where the same text appears in Pyu, Mon, Burmese
and Pali, established the meanings of between fifty and 100
words.
So far as Arakan is concerned, the inscriptions show traces
of two early dynasties holding sway in the north. The earlier
one, a Candra dynasty, seems to have been founded in the
middle of the fourth century A.D. Its capital was known by the
Indian name of Vaisali and it maintained close connections